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of the Lyceum Theatre, and an authoritative sign of
appreciation of the attitude adopted by you in relation
to the Theatre at large. But to all who are intimately
connected with the stage the event has a deeper signi-
ficance; for we perceive, in the signal mark of favour
earned by you, a token that the barrier which had
hitherto enclosed the stage and its followers is yielding
to the forces of liberality and open-mindedness. There-
fore, we take this to be a fitting occasion to place upon
record our grateful acknowledgment of your unvarying
adherence and loyalty to those who are in the widest
sense, as well as to those who are in the closest sense,
your comrades. We remember that, while your per-
formances upon the stage have greatly enlarged the
popularity and influence of the drama, your utterances
outside the theatre have always tended to claim for our
calling generally a considerable place in the estimation
of thinking people; that in the height of your own
frequent triumphs your first word has been for your
fellow-workers; that you have never wearied in demand-
ing for the earnest actor, however modest his standing,
the recognition due to one who pursues an art which
is as individual and complete as it is beautiful and
alluring. It is certain that to-day every member of our
craft is benefited and advanced by the distinction you
have so justly gained; and we believe that the debt of
gratitude due to you will be acknowledged as fully
by posterity as it is by ourselves, your contemporaries.
For the history of the Theatre will enduringly chronicle
your achievements, and tradition will fondly render an
account of your personal qualities; and so, from genera-
tion to generation, the English actor will be reminded
that his position in the public regard is founded in no
small degree upon the pre-eminence of your career,
and upon the nobility, dignity, and sweetness of your
private character."
During the last two months of this memorable season,
the various plays of the Lyceum repertoire which were
to be given in America in the autumn were produced